
William James Hinchey(1829 1893) 

William James Hinchey was born Dec 12, 1829 in Dublin, 
Ireland.  Hinchey was educated at Trinity College and studied 
art in Ireland, England, and France   Hinchey sold his first 
portrait at the age of eight and was so successful selling his 
portraits by the age 12, he understood what his vocation would 
be.  During the time he was studying art in Paris, he was 
approached by the Bishop of the Diocese of Santa Fe, Jean 
Baptiste Lamy, and asked to paint religious artworks in New 
Mexico. Intrigued by the thought of adventure and discovery, 
Hinchey agreed. 

In 1854, Hinchey and Lamy travelled by boat from Europe to 
New York City, then overland to the Kansas City area where 
they began the last leg of their journey on the Santa Fe Trail. 
Hinchey documented the trip through drawings and writings 
and provides us with the day-to-day life of those who traveled the Santa Fe Tail.  He often 
sketched the scenes that he described in his journal and through those, he offered a look at the 
people, communities and landscapes trail travelers encountered. Hinchey was also a social 
activist who had fled Ireland after protesting oppressive British rule.  In America, he spoke out 
against the racism he encountered.  

After completing artworks for the Catholic church in Santa Fe, he began his return trip eastward 
on the Santa Fe Trail on Feb. 28, 1855. Although Hinchey originally planned to return to Europe, 
he stayed in Independence, MO, painting personal portraits, store signs, and banners. In 1856, 
Hinchey moved to St. Louis, where he taught art and French for the newly established Arcadia 
Valley Seminary for one year, and began to sketch and paint the many landmarks of the area 
and established himself as a quality portrait artist.  On August 8, 1857, he married Lucinda Jane 
Holloman and they had six children.   During the Civil War, Hinchey chronicled the war through 
sketches and descriptions. As an Irish citizen, Hinchey was perceived to be impartial and 
welcomed in Northern and Southern army spaces. His war sketches and writings were 
published in national journals such as Frank Leslie's Illustrated News and Harper's Weekly.  
This included such works as the Battle of Pilot Knob, Ft Davidson, Battle of Fredericktown, 
Battle of Cape Girardeau, and portraits including US Grant and RE Lee. One of his most well-
known paintings is the “Dedication of Eads Bridge” in St Louis.  Hinchey continued to paint 
portraits from his studio in St Louis. He died in St. Louis at the age of 63 on Sept. 20, 1893 as a 
result of a cable car accident.   

Many of his portraits have been donated to the Jefferson Memorial Portrait Gallery at Forest 

Park in St Louis (St. Louis Art Museum -SLAM) He kept a diary which included almost everday 

of his life starting from when he was a young man in Ireland. It was written in Pitman shorthand 

and was translated by his son Stephen. His granddaughter, Katherine Hinchey Cochran of Cape 

Girardeau, MO was also a prolific writer and she donated much of the extended family 

information to the State Historical Society of Missouri.  The Katherine J. Hinchey-Cochran 

Family Papers (R1280) consists of family papers, photographs, correspondence, and business 

records of the extended Hinchey family and includes the correspondence and sketches of 

William J. Hinchey.  More information on the collections can be found at: 

https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/rolla/r1280  

https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/rolla/r1280

