
Sarah Taylor (1807 - 1872) 
 
Sarah "Aunt Sally" Taylor was born into slavery in 1807. Her early history is missing, but at some time 
period she becomes the property of Seth Millington Hays, the great-grandson of Daniel Boone. Hays was 
sent to Council Grove by his cousin Albert Gallatin Boone and Boone's brother-in-law James Gillespie 
Hamilton to build and manage a trading post along the Santa Fe Trail.  
 
In 1847, Hays Taylor and a Mexican handyman and interpreter traveled down the Santa Fe Trail to 
Council Grove. Hays picked a location just west of the Santa Fe Trail crossing on the Neosho River. The 
threesome cut down large trees to build the log trading post that also served as a house. Corrals and a 
blacksmith shop were also constructed.  
 
In 1858, Heinrich B. Mollause described in his journal the following; "We halted there long enough to read 
an 8-day-old newspaper and to eat breakfast …and consisted chiefly of fresh, cool buttermilk and 
cornbread..." Hezekiah Brake documents his 1858-59 trip from St. Louis, up the Missouri River to 
Independence, and across the Santa Fe Trail to a ranch near Fort Union, New Mexico. Brake does not 
name the woman who gave him roasted coffee, cakes, pickles, and sauerkraut to sustain him on his 
journey. Historian Marc Simmons identified her as Sarah or "Aunt Sally Taylor," who worked at Hays's 
trading establishment.  
 
There is no doubt that Sarah Taylor served food and supplies to thousands of teamsters and travelers on 
the Santa Fe Trail. On November 16, 1861, a baby girl named Kittie was born to James and Caroline 
Robbins. The birth did not go well and Seth Hays arrived with "Aunt Sally", who was now a free women 
after Kansas was admitted to the Union as a free state, to take the baby and care for it until Caroline 
could recover. Caroline died two days later and Kittie was blamed for his wife's death, James would not 
take the infant girl back. Sarah Taylor became the mother of Kittie and Hays the father. Hays sold his 
business interests in 1862 and moved to Colorado territory to establish a cattle ranch. Sarah and Kittie 
presumably remained in Council Grove. Seth moved back to Council Grove in 1865. In 1867, Hays had a 
new brick home constructed south of the Santa Fe Trail and Sarah continued to work as Hays's 
housekeeper and labor at his large warehouse store that opened in 1859.  Sarah died July 8, 1872 and is 
buried in the Greenwood Cemetery, Council Grove, Kansas. 

 


