
Olive “Faye” (Griffeth) Gaines (1927 -2021) 
 
Faye’s love of the Santa Fe Trail began when Faye was just 4 
years old as she walked barefoot across the wagon ruts between 
her home and her grandmother’s house.  Even at such a young 
age, she felt a sense of appreciation for the history as she 
followed the dips in the landscape created during the 1800s by 
the caravans that traveled the Santa Fe Trail.  
 
When she was 17, Faye married the love of her life, Garrett 
“Pete’ Gaines as he went off to war.  They moved to Point of 
Rocks ranch in 1946, where they ran cattle and farmed.  During 
her time at the Point of Rocks Ranch, Faye Gaines was an ardent 
advocate of the Santa Fe National Historic Trail, and a staunch 
protector of the Point of Rocks landmark located on that ranch. 
That rocky mesa, with a natural spring at its base, once served as 
a popular campsite and watering spot along the 900-mile trail 
linking Missouri and New Mexico, and in April of 1994 it was 
recognized as a National Historic District.  
 
Faye welcomed the modern-day Santa Fe Trail travelers to the Point of Rocks Ranch—a ranch where 
members of the Gaines family have lived since 1898.   Faye greeted visitors and shared her love of the 
Santa Fe Trail.  If the sun was right, Faye could show people eight swales left by the mule- and oxen-
drawn caravans.  Faye said, “I love the trail for what it stands for.  It was a commerce trail, and I think of 
the hardship and the fellows who were hired on, just 15 or 16 years old and broke, and looking for some 
way to survive.” 
 
Faye first began her service on the Santa Fe Trail Association Board of Directors in 1996 and served a 
total of 19 years as a member of the Board of Directors of the Santa Fe Trail Association.  She also 
served as Chair of the Santa Fe Trail Association’s Preservation Committee until her death.  Faye 
maintained her strong support of the Santa Fe Trail with her work in the Corazon Chapter where she held 
several positions including President, as well volunteering in several other local historical groups. 
 
Pete and Faye Gaines were two of the first recipients of the Santa Fe Trail Association’s Heritage 
Preservation Award, created in 1997. The Gaines name is included in the SFTA Memorial Heritage 
Preservation Award.  In 2007,  Faye was awarded the Santa Fe Trail Association Ambassador Award.  In 
2010, she was awarded the Gregory Franzwa Memorial for Lifetime Achievement Award.  Faye Gaines 
passed away October 6, 2021.   
 


