
Margaret Louise (Scholz) Sears (1929 – 2025) 
 
Margaret Louise (Scholz) Sears was born May 22, 1929, in  
Evansville, Indiana.  Margaret was a music therapist by profession.  
On April 6, 1953 Margaret married William W. Sears of Lawrence, 
Kansas.  William was also a music therapist. 
 
William died December 13, 1980.  In 1983, Margaret moved from 
Lawrence, KS to Santa Fe, NM.  One day in 1990, Margaret picked 
up a book from her church library. That book, “Along the Santa Fe 
Trail” by Marc Simmons began her journey to delve deeper into the 
history of the Santa Fe Trail and her involvement in the Santa Fe 
Trail Association. 
 
She joined the Santa Fe Trail Association in 1991.  By 1993, 
Margaret was elected to the SFTA Board of Directors, serving  
1993-1997 as a New Mexico representative.  She also became a 
member of the End of the Trail Chapter, serving in various 
capacities including Chapter Alcalde (President).  She did multiple projects with the Chapter.  In 1996, 
Margaret organized the Santa Fe Entrada as the capstone of the Santa Fe Trail 175th Anniversary on 
November 16, 1996 and received an SFTA Award of Merit in 1997 for her efforts.  
 
In 1997, Margaret was elected President of the Santa Fe Trail Association.  She served in this roll from 
1997-2001.  During her tenure as President,  SFTA also achieved a group 501 (c) (3) designation to 
cover the chapters.  After serving as SFTA President, Margaret continued her research into the history of 
the Santa Fe Trail, writing articles about her findings. In 2003 Margaret received the Paul F. Bentrup 
Ambassador Award.   
 
In 2016 she wrote “An Old Santa Fe Trail Map Recovered” which was published in Wagon Tracks, 
Volume 30, Number 4, August 2016, pgs. 22-27.   Margaret published her book, “The Santa Fe Trail: A 
Twentieth Century Excursion’ in 2020.  The book puts into print some of her experiences along the 
historic Santa Fe Trail.  
 
In addition to her SFTA and other trail activities, Margaret was a volunteer at a number of organizations 
including the NPS National Historic Trails Office – Santa Fe.  Margaret was a member of the Josiah 
Gregg Society of the Santa Fe Trail Association.  Margaret received the New Mexico Historic 
Preservation Award in 1998 for her long standing commitment to the preservation of the Santa Fe Trail. 
 
Margaret Sears passed away on May 26, 2025. 

 


