Marc Steven Simmons (1937 - 2023)

Marc Steven Simmons was born in Dallas, Texas on
May 15, 1937. Marc’s father relayed stories to him,
especially of attending Buffalo Bill's Wild West show. He
felt a direct link to the old west because his father had
actually seen Bill Cody, the man who had been a Pony
Express rider, fought Indians and hunted buffalo. Early
in his childhood, Marc decided to be a historian and
writer and he began focusing on history when he was in
the 6th grade. About the age of 12 he saw New Mexico
for the first time on a family vacation and was fascinated
with the state and its history.

Marc earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Latin
American Studies with a major in Spanish from the
University of Texas in Austin in 1958. He received a
Master’s degree in Inter-American Affairs in 1960 and a
Ph.D. in history in 1965 from the University of New
Mexico. During the 1950s, Marc also traveled to Mexico
for intensive Spanish studies.

Summers during college were spent as a cowboy ranch
hand. He also worked as a mule packer and for the U.S. Forest Service Marc said, “Being young, |
thought | was in cowboy heaven. Nor did | mind that my wages were only $100 a month. Remembering
that my predecessors a century ago had drawn $30 a month, | figured that taking inflation into account |
was getting about the same as they did. That made everything just fine!”

Marc lived a simple life. In 1963, looking for a quiet place to write his doctoral dissertation, Simmons
moved to a remote location near Cerrillos, New Mexico and built a house out of adobe bricks he had
made. His 9-acre homestead consisted of six, hand-built adobe structures that included his main
residence, summer home, and the library where he wrote and edited over 40 books on his manual
typewriter. He lived at the compound from 1963 to 2017 without indoor plumbing or electricity. He favored
a simple existence that was more attuned to the old New Mexico he wrote about.

The cowboy life led to Marc’s interest in blacksmithing and horseshoeing. He attended North Texas
Farrier School and earned a certificate and farrier’s license in 1969 and began supplementing his small
income as a writer with his farrier business. At one time he may have been the only working farrier
around with a Ph.D.

In 1978 Marc made his first trip down the Santa Fe Trail and the Trail became another area of Marc’s
interest. He made countless trips from Franklin, Missouri to Santa Fe, New Mexico. His carefully
researched writing made him the leading national authority on the Santa Fe Trail. Marc helped publicize
the Santa Fe Trail and worked along with many others to get the federal Santa Fe Trail bill signed in May,
1987.

At the first Santa Fe Trail Symposium, held in Trinidad, Colorado in September 1986, Marc presented the
keynote address with the statement: “For those who follow the fading wheel ruts now, the spirit of
adventure survives and the old Santa Fe Trail lives on.” The Santa Fe Trail Association continues to
follow the motto “The Santa Fe Trail Lives On” today. Marc served as the provisional president for the
Santa Fe Trail Council that first year. When the board met in September 1987 during the second Santa
Fe Trail Symposium, Marc became the first elected president and served for two years. The organization
changed its name at that time to the Santa Fe Trail Association.

In 1986, while Marc serving as the provisional president, he was involved in a traffic accident that nearly
took his life. In spite of all this trauma, Marc still managed to write his Presidents column in the February
1987 issue of Wagon Tracks! At his retirement as president of the Santa Fe Trail Association in
September 1989, Marc was officially named as the Father of the Santa Fe Trail Association.



In 1993, Marc was knighted by the King of Spain, for his writings about Spanish Colonial History. The
award is the highest conferred by Spain on a non-Spanish citizen.

In 2008, Marc began to donate his vast collection of books, magazines, newspapers, photographs, and
other research materials and writings to the Wittliff Collections at Texas State University.

The Santa Fe Trail Association honored Marc Simmons by creating the Marc Simmons Writing Award
which is given for the best article published in Wagon Tracks. In 2021 the Santa Fe Trail Association
awarded him the Jack D. Rittenhouse Memorial Stagecoach Award.

Eventually, Marc published over 40 books as well as many other newspaper and scholarly articles. most
of which were connected to areas of the American Southwest. Three of his many books have received
awards, including. "Murder on the Santa Fe Trail" which received the 1986 C.L. Sonnichsen Book Award.

“I gave up everything for history — salary, family, everything,” the lifelong bachelor once told a newspaper
reporter. “History is my reigning interest and passion.”

Marc Simmons passed away Thursday, September 14, 2023.
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