
Larry Leon Justice (1947 – 2025) 
 
Larry Leon Justice was born July 13, 1947, in Ponca City, 
Oklahoma., Larry was the eldest child of George A. Justice Sr. and 
LaJune (Harris) Justice. He graduated from Ponca City High 
School in 1965 and went on to earn a degree in speech from 
Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene, Texas, in 1969. Larry 
furthered his education at Southwestern Seminary, completing a 
Master of Divinity in 1972 and a Master of Arts in Communications 
in 1984. 
 
Larry had a deep love for history, particularly the Santa Fe Trail. 
His interest began with a conversation with a history professor and 
blossomed into years of dedicated service. Larry was a member of 
the Santa Fe Trail Association since 1992. He was appointed to 
the SFTA board  in 2009 due to a resignation of another member 
and served on the board until 2015.  Larry resigned from the SFTA 
board to become President in 2015 and served in that capacity 
from 2015 – 2019.  He served as chairman of the Membership Committee  2009 - 2015.  Larry believed in 
the committee process and the impact our chapters can have upon the SFTA and their respective regions 
across nearly 900 miles.    
 
Under Larry’s leadership, the Santa Fe Trail Association marked significant milestones, including the 50th 
Anniversary of the National Trails System Act and preparations for the 200th commemoration of the 
Santa Fe Trail. He was a member of the Cottonwood Crossing Chapter and the Bent’s Fort Chapter.  
Larry and Debby became Life Members of the Santa Fe Trail Association in 2018.  Larry Justice passed 
away June 30, 2025.  

 


