Goodson McDaniel (G.M.) Simcock (1829-1886)

Goodson McDaniel Simcock was born September 7, 1829, in Grayson County, Virginia, son of
Thomas and Susanna (South) Simcock. Goodson was usually known by just the initials G.M.
Somewhere around 1835-39, the family relocated to Missouri, first settling in Johnson County,
then a few years later in Lafayette County.

By 1852, Goodson had located himself in Morris County in the Flint Hills of Kansas, where he
was among the first in a little settlement called Council Grove. Goodson had first visited these
former Indian lands in 1849 while accompanying a government survey party mapping a mail
route to New Mexico. Upon his return, he worked as a clerk in the store owned by Seth M.
Hays. The Hays store supplied Santa Fe Trail travelers and Indians from the nearby Kaw
(Kanza) Reservation.

In 1854 at the age of 25, Simcock married Mary White, also of Council Grove. The young couple
spent the winter of 1855-56 at Columbia, a new settlement located about two miles southeast
of Emporia, at the confluence of the Neosho and Cottonwood Rivers, Simcock was one of the
founders of that new town and for one year operated a grocery and dry goods store, in addition
to a hotel or boarding house.

He then returned to Council Grove and entered into a partnership with Seth M. Hays, the first
white settler in Council Grove, doing business as S.M. Hays & Company. Goodson was one of
the organizers and original stockholders of the Council Grove Company, formed in 1857. The
town Company was incorporated by the territorial legislature one year later and the first lots
were sold in 1860. At the time, the town had about 600 residents. One of the streets, Simcock
Street, was named in his honor.

In 1858-59, the partners built a large, wood-frame building at 112 W. Main Street, immediately
west of the original log trading post built by Hays for Boone & Hamilton in 1847. The building at
112 W. Main Street, now known as the Hays House, still stands, listed as one of the sites in the
Council Grove National Historic Landmark District, and certified as an historic site on the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail.

The business thrived because, at the time, Council Grove was the last town where pioneers
headed west could shop for supplies before facing hundreds of miles of wilderness. G.M.
Simcock became one of the richest men in Council Grove, perhaps in all of Kansas. On April 1,
1862, Simcock became the sole owner of the business, purchasing the interest of Hays, who
moved to Colorado.

Goodson and Mary's first home in Council Grove was a log cabin. In 1856, the Simcock’s home
was the former log trading post built by the Chouteau Brothers in 1848, at 131 W. Main Street.
According to oral tradition, Goodson promised his wife a proper house when she had a child.
The couple's first son, Albert, was born in September 1857. They soon moved to another log
house across the street, at 130 West Main Street, where son George was born. In 1860,
Simcock built a two and a half story stone house at 208 Columbia Street, near the Neosho
River. It was in a Greek-revival temple style that was popular in Kansas in the mid-1800's. Later
additions enlarged the house and in 1902 it was subdivided into apartments. In 1982, the house
was entered on the National Register of Historic Places and in 1999 it was certified as an
historic site on the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.



In 1855 Simcock was appointed the town's first postmaster, but declined the position, and
Thomas Sears Huffaker was appointed in his place. Simcock did serve as county treasurer in
1863 and as county commissioner in 1869. In July 1870, Council Grove Savings Bank was
organized, with Goodson as president and his half-brother, John Wesley Simcock, as cashier.

In November 1865, the Southern Branch of the Union Pacific Railway Company (renamed in
1870 as The Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway) was organized at Emporia, Kansas with G.M.
as one of its incorporators. In 1871 he was secretary of a company which was organized to
build a railroad from Council Grove to Florence, Texas. The railroad was never built and would
prove to be a major cause of his financial decline.

During the 1860s, Goodson's mercantile trade had boomed, but in the fall of 1866, the Union
Pacific Railway, Eastern Branch (later renamed the Kansas Pacific Railway) reached Junction
City, about 35 miles northwest of Council Grove. Santa Fe freighters began offloading at the
new railhead, by-passing Council Grove. The wagon freighting business on the old Santa Fe
Trail gradually collapsed. About this same time, the Kansas Indians were also removed to a new
reservation in Indian Territory, now Oklahoma.

Seth Hays returned to Council Grove in 1865, and on January 1, 1866, Simcock relocated his
business across the street at 113 W. Main St., in a brick building the partners had built in 1860
for a harness and saddlery shop, which still stands. But with the demise of the Santa Fe
freighting trade, Simcock’s mercantile business never again approached the success of the
early 1860s. In 1866, he purchased a half-interest in the Morris County Mills, and in 1870, the
remaining half interest, operating it until 1873. In 1872-73, Simcock also operated a grocery
store at 131 W. Main Street, as the successor to the firm of Schamleffer & James. During that
time, he owned a branch grocery store in Salina, Kansas. In 1873, newspapers reported that he
had retired, and he took up farming for two years, before moving with his wife to Las Animas,
N.M.T. (New Mexico Territory). His attempt to establish a mercantile business there was
unprofitable and the couple returned to Council Grove in 1879. His wife, Mary, died later that
year, on August 20, 1879.

In the fall of 1879, G.M. partnered with Eli M. Sewell, forming the firm of Simcock & Sewell,
dealers in groceries and housewares, again at 131 W. Main Street,. They carried a line of
Queensware (Wedgewood) china. In 1882, with failing health, Simcock transferred his interest
in the business to son George. The building at 131 W. Main Street, commonly known as the
Conn Store, is now a certified site on the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.

When Goodson Simcock died on June 19, 1886, his career was summarized in the Council
Grove Cosmos newspaper: "At one time he was one of the wealthiest men in Council Grove,
conducting a large and flourishing trade, but the vicissitudes of trade swept most of his property
from him and he died comparatively poor, although surrounded with all the ordinary comforts of
life.



