
George W. Franklin (1836 - 1906) 
 
George W. Franklin was one of the early day freighters on the Santa 
Fe Trail and one of the original settlers in Olathe, Johnson County, 
Kansas. Franklin was born in 1836 in Illinois. At the age of 16, he left 
his home and joined with Charlie Kitchen who had taken his first 
wagon train to Santa Fe in 1852. By 1861 at the age of 25, Franklin 
owned his own freighting business and as other freighters were able 
to do, he began to purchase land beginning with 177 acres for 
$400.00.  
 
Franklin married a Shawnee woman, Louisa Pumpkin. He built their 
home of stone along the Santa Fe Trail in Johnson County, Kansas. 
Because of the marriage, Franklin achieved the rank of a Shawnee 
Citizen and had at one time been the white chief of the Shawnee 
Indians.  
 
At the peak of his career, Franklin had as many as 60 wagons traveling the Santa Fe Trail from 
Westport, Missouri to supply his own stores in Albuquerque and Santa Fe. Franklin’s career led 
him to be friends with Santa Fe Trail personalities like Buffalo Bill and Alexander Majors.  
 
Franklin continued to invest in land in the Johnson County area. Throughout his time in Johnson 
County, he purchased approximately 2000 acres of land and covered an area over 8 miles by 
width and 14 miles in length. With the coming of the railroad the freighting business along the 
Santa Fe Trail began to diminish and Franklin began to sell off land and equipment. He sold 
nearly everything with the exception of a few wagons that he retained for moving purposes.  
 
His Shawnee citizenship also qualified Franklin for Cherokee citizenship and thus the right to 
graze cattle in the Cherokee Strip. George, Louisa and the four children moved to Vinita in 
Indian Territory (Oklahoma) in the heart of the Cherokee Strip. He purchased a ranch. However, 
Louisa was not happy there and wanted to go back to the only home she had ever known. 
George packed up the family and returned in 1874, however, Louisa died shortly after and is 
buried in the Shawnee Cemetery, Overland Park.  George died at the age of 69 on January 23, 
1906 in Vinita, Indian Territory and is buried in Vinita, Oklahoma. 
 


