Eliza St. Clair Sloan Mahoney (1818 — 1905)

Eliza St. Clair Sloan was born on April 3, 1818, in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania to Dr. David Crockett St. Clair and Susan (Mowry)
St. Clair. About 1842, she married William James Sloan who
was born in 1816 in Dauphin, Pennsylvania.

The couple had two children. William (Will) Hill Sloan, was born
September 4, 843 at Fort Washita, Indian Territory Oklahoma.
Marion Eleanor Sloan was born January 26 or 27, 1845 at
Peoria lllinois. In an interview with Marion in 1933 (Wagon
Tracks, Vol. 19 No. 4, May 2005) Marion states that her father,
William Sloan, an Army doctor, and mother Eliza St. Clair came
from Orangeville in Trumble County Ohio to Peoria, lllinois.
Here is where the story becomes distorted. Marion said in the
interview that her father died when she was very young.
However, it appears that sometime between 1845 and 1848,
Eliza and William Sloan separated or divorced.

William James Sloan fought in the Battle of Monterey in the Mexican War September 20-24,
1846. Eliza told the children that he was killed in this battle but he was not! In 1848, William is
living apart from Eliza and the children. On September 14, 1848, Eliza married Jeremiah
Mahoney in St. Louis, Missouri. Mahoney was born in Ireland in 1817 and emigrated to the
United States September 20, 1827. Marion recalled in the 1933 interview that her mother was
married again and they went to Ft. Crawford in Wisconsin. She said that her stepfather was in
some way connected with the Army but not as a soldier. From Wisconsin they went to Fort
Snelling some six miles from St. Paul, Minnesota. Marion also said in the interview that in 1850
her mother left her second husband and determined to go to California. In Marion’s memoir
Land of Enchantment, she had reported that Mr. Mahoney was killed by Indians when Marion
was about five years old which would have been around 1850. However we know that Mr.
Mahoney was NOT killed by Indians and in fact lived until October 30, 1899 when he died in
Minnesota (Wagon Tracks Vol.7 No.3, May 1993).

On April 1,1848, Eliza’s father, Dr. David Crockett St. Clair and family were part of a wagon train
leaving Fort Kearny and arriving at Sutter’s Fort in California on September 10, 1848, It was
Eliza’s determination to join them in California which prompted Eliza’s first trip down the Santa
Fe Trail. Per Marion’s recollection in her 1933 interview, Eliza, son Will and daughter Marion
went to Independence, Missouri in 1850. The three of them made the first trip on the Santa Fe
Trail in 1852. Marion was 7 years old and Will was 9.

Eliza’s first husband, William James Sloan actually survived the Mexican War, traveled the
Santa Fe Trail and resided in Santa Fe for four years from 1856-1860. He was awarded a
brevet rank in the Army for his services during the Civil War, and actually survived until Marion
was 35 years of age. Marion did not seem to be aware of it but her father, Dr. Sloan arrived in
Santa Fe in August, 1856 to serve as Chief Medical Officer for the Department of New Mexico.
He had married again and was accompanied by his wife. It was probably no coincidence that
Eliza and her children left Santa Fe in August 1856 and traveled the Santa Fe Trail to
Leavenworth.(Wagon Tracks Vol.7 No.2, February 1993).

Eliza’s mother, Susan (Mowry) St. Clair, died shortly after Eliza and the children returned to Fort
Leavenworth in 1856. Marion provides some detail in Land of Enchantment of their travels to



Orangeville, Ohio to attend the funeral. It appears from a review of the records that Eliza’s
father was separated or divorced from her mother and traveled to California with a second wife.

Marion recalled that she, her mother and brother were all homesick for New Mexico but they did
not return to New Mexico until the autumn of 1860, again travelling down the Santa Fe Trail.
Ironically, Surgeon Sloan was relieved of this assignment in New Mexico in October, 1860 and
traveled the Trail back to Missouri. There may have been a short period in the summer of 1856
and again in the fall of 1860 when Dr. Sloan and Eliza and the children were in Santa Fe at the
same time. It appears that Eliza’s actions indicate that she knew he was there but it is not
apparent whether Dr. Sloan knew they were there. (Wagon Tracks Vol.7 No.2, February 1993).
Marion gives no indication in her 1933 interview or her memoir book Land of Enchantment that
she knew Dr. Sloan was there or even that she knew he was alive at the time. Dr. William Sloan
died March 17, 1880 Dakota County, Minnesota.

In 1861, Eliza and Marion chose to return to Fort Leavenworth, again traveling the Santa Fe
Trail. They settled in Kansas City because Eliza wanted Marion to “marry well.” Will had joined
the Army during the war and again in 1862 Eliza and Marion, who was still unmarried, traveled
back down the Santa Fe Trail to New Mexico. This was Marion’s last trip down the Santa Fe
Trail. In 1864, Eliza and Marion, age 19 moved to Fort Union. It was during this stay that Marion
met a young officer, Lieutenant Richard Russell. Eliza did not want her daughter to marry an
Army officer (because of her prior experience perhaps?) and moved Marion and herself back to
Santa Fe. However, she was not successful in stopping the romance and they were married a
few months later.

During some of her trips on the Trail, Eliza worked as a cook. She also was the proprietor of
boarding houses during several of her ventures to New Mexico. Kit Carson and Francis Aubry
were just some of the well-known historical figures that she encountered during her travels.
Eliza made several more trips up and down the Santa Fe Trail after Marion’s marriage.

Eventually she did make it to California. Eliza was not located in federal census records in
1860, 1870, 1880, or 1900. She did appear in the Los Angeles, California city directories with
the last entry in 1892 . A letter written by Eliza in 1892 and found in the widow’s pension file for
Marion Russell indicated Eliza’s date of birth was April 3, 1818 (Wagon Tracks Vol.7 No.3, May
1993). Marion indicated in her memoirs that Eliza died in California, shortly after the marriage of
Marion’s daughter Katie EImira Russell. Katie was married April 29, 1883. However, per a
death certificate obtained, Eliza St. Clair Sloan Mahoney’s date of birth was listed as April 30,
1817 and her death date was December 1,1905 in Los Angeles, California. Per the death
certificate, she was buried at the Los Angeles County Farm Cemetery.

As for the County Farm, most of the people were the elderly, disabled and the physically and
mentally ill. Most were from other states and countries who had come to California to find their
fortune. When they became ill and destitute they had no family to fall back on and turned to the
government for help. The farm provided shelter, food and medical care. Eliza was 87 or 88
depending on her date of birth so she would have been elderly at the time of her death.

The cemetery was located in the southwest corner of the property. It was in use until the winter
of 1914. At that time the nearby Los Angeles and Rio Hondo rivers flooded the area due to
heavy rains. Stories are told of pine coffins washed out of graves and disappearing. There is
no confirmation that this actually happened but when the cemetery was exhumed in 1946, many
of the graves were empty. It is not known where the remains were reburied. Since then, part of
the site has been occupied by the American Legion Hollydale Post. The rest remains an empty



lot. So Eliza’s final resting place may remain a mystery. Eliza traversed the Trail at least eight
times both as a single mother with two children and later on her own. Her reasons for her many
travels may remain a mystery as well.



