Dorothy Hart Kroh (1930 — 2023)

Dorothy Hart Kroh was born in Argentine, Kansas in 1930.
At the age of two, Dorothy and family moved west in
Wyandotte County to the Hart Farm. Dorothy met C. Lee
Kroh at Turner High, in Kansas City, Kansas; and their later
marriage led to many travels, including following the Santa
Fe Trail many times.

The childhood home of Lee’s mother was near Admire,
Kansas, which was in the vicinity of the Santa Fe Trail. Lee
began researching the Santa Fe Trail in that area of
Kansas, and his focus gradually expanded to the entire
historic road from Franklin, Missouri to Santa Fe, New
Mexico. From the 1970s through the 1990s, Dorothy and
Lee traveled the entire route of the trail, usually by auto and
occasionally by air for short hops. During these 27 sojourns
from Missouri to New Mexico, Dorothy drove while Lee
penciled in trail markers and ruts on USGS Topographic
Quad maps. While the two looked for ruts, signs, and markers, they also searched for landforms
which they had noted in trail journals. As the number of journeys increased, both Dorothy and
Lee obviously became quite knowledgeable about that famous historic road.

Around 1985, Dorothy and Lee met Santa Fe Trail enthusiasts David and Alice Clapsaddle, in
Bent’'s Old Fort parking lot in southeastern Colorado. The two couples became friends for life.
When the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) was organized, Lee joined in 1987 as a charter
member. When the SFTA Wet/Dry Routes Chapter was formed in the Larned, Kansas area in
1990, Lee and Dorothy joined the Clapsaddle’s chapter as charter members.

Dorothy attended the 1987 SFTA Symposium in Hutchinson, Kansas, where she heard National
Park Service historic trail leader Jere Krakow challenge all attendees to go back home and to
promote the new nationally declared Santa Fe National Historic Trail.

Dorothy would take up the challenge in due time. The Hart Farm, Dorothy’s childhood home, is
located in the Morris area of Wyandotte County, and is near the former route of a Fort
Leavenworth road. Dorothy remained active in the Morris chapter of Family and Community
Education (FCE). In the early 1990s, the Morris FCE selected a project to compile a history of
the Morris community, through which the Fort Leavenworth to Fort Gibson Road had passed.
Since that historic military road had been a feeder to the Santa Fe Trail, Dorothy remembered
Krakow’s challenge to make the national historic trail known to locals. She could help the Morris
residents appreciate one part of a feeder to the Santa Fe Trail.

Dorothy and ladies of the chapter began to interview past and present residents, while their
husbands mapped the Military Road through the Morris area. Lee was instrumental in mapping
the Military Road through the Morris area and he after he mapped one small section of the
Military Road in Wyandotte County, he completed the mapping of that road through the rest of
that county and through all of Leavenworth and Johnson counties too. He later would map other
routes in those counties. Dorothy’s research of a portion of the nineteenth century expanded to
the twentieth century. Dorothy used information compiled by other FCE members and students,
and also pursued interviews, primary documents, maps, books, and more. After six years of



working on a book, Dorothy’s 244 pages were published under the title Morris, 1821—1997: A
Community on the Ft. Leavenworth Military Road to the Santa Fe Trail.

As the Morris research had progressed, local FCE meetings continued. The Morris FCE shared
its findings about the historic military route and invited others to the FCE meetings. The
expanded FCE meetings gradually morphed into the Kansas City Area Historic Trails
Association (KCAHTA. Dorothy was the KCAHTA president for the first eight years after official
incorporation, although she had presided at many of the FCE expanded meetings as they
morphed into the historic trail organization. After presiding for eight years, Dorothy then was
treasurer for 10 years. In these positions, Dorothy led in many different ways.

As Lee moved toward completion of the Military Road mapping, the couple wanted to place
signs along that route through the three counties of Leavenworth, Wyandotte, and Johnson.
Dorothy and Lee each solicited donations from individuals, organizations, and a couple cities
until together they had accrued around $8,000, enough to pay for the Military Road signs. In
1996, installation of the 138 Military Road signs for all three counties had been completed. As
KCAHTA continued to pursue projects, Dorothy and Lee continued to request money,
contacting many officials and employees until finally 360 KCAHTA brown signs designating four
historic routes had been installed. These routes include the Independence route of the Oregon-
California-Santa Fe trails, the Westport routes of those same three trails, and the Westport to
Lawrence Road, also known as the California Road.

Cooperation of multiple groups also resulted in a brochure of trail sites associated with historic
roads across the metro area. The resulting brochure was titled Discover Where It All
Started...Kansas City Area: The Santa Fe, Oregon, California and Military Trails. The Hart
Association and the Kansas state tourism department funded the printing costs. The Hart
Association is associated with Dorothy and family members as Hart is Dorothy’s maiden name.
A map, Historic Frontier Trails Map was published in September of 1997.

Dorothy was determined to inform the public about the history behind the brown signs. She
vigorously promoted the brochure and map and ensured KCAHTA members staffed information
tables at many festivals and other celebrations, year after year., Dorothy also dressed in period
clothing, wearing an 1833 print dress depicting clothing worn by a Shawnee woman or the wife
of a French fur trader. Dorothy gladly shared trail history with anyone and everyone at these
public events.

Dorothy received a number of awards for her work as an author. In 2001 Dorothy and Lee
together received the Santa Fe Trail Association Award of Merit for significant trail contributions.

The Dorothy and Lee Kroh Collection was created and archived at the Mabee Learning
Commons, the library of the MidAmerica Nazarene University in Olathe, Kansas. This collection
consists of Dorothy and Lee’s notes, documents, books, maps, and more. This collection can be
used for research into KCAHTA history and into the Santa Fe Trail along all that historic road.
Lee’s USGS Quad maps were digitized by the Kansas Historical Society. These maps, within
the Dorothy and Lee Kroh Collection, were downloaded to the online Kansas Memory
(kansasmemory.org), making them widely available to the public that Dorothy worked to
educate. Both Dorothy and Lee Kroh are considered the co-founders of the KCAHTA. Dorothy’s
detailed notes from 1992 through 2000 are considered the primary-source history of the earliest
years of the KCAHTA.

Dorothy Kroh passed away on March 18, 2023.



