A Correct Map of the Old Santa Fe Trail Across Kansas

by L. Stephen (Steve) Schmidt.

The “Eighteenth Biennial Report of the Kansas State Historical Society, For the Biennial
Period of July 1, 1910 to June 30, 1912, State Printing Office, Topeka, 1913” (commonly
referenced as the 18™ Biennial Report, 1911-1912) contains on pages 107 through 125 an
article titled “Report of Committee Appointed to Prepare a Correct Map of the Old Santa Fe
Trail Across the State of Kansas.” The book is hardbound, approximately 6 inches wide by 9
inches high. The complete text of the Report can be viewed at
https://kancoll.org/books/sftrail/sfmain.html but the map is not included.

The map prepared by the Committee is approximately 31 inches wide by 16 inches high, is
printed on paper only somewhat heavier than tissue paper, was folded, and was included
in the book. The upper left edge of the folded map was glued to the left edge (bound edge)
of page 107, the first page of the Report.

I was able to obtain a copy of the book which contained a clean copy of the map. The map
was removed from the book, carefully unfolded, and stored flat for several years. It was
recently digitized using a large format flat bed scanner. This allowed the map to remain flat
and stationary while the scanner moved across the map without actually touching the
map. Older digitizing processes required the map to be moved across the scanneron a
rotating drum, and that process carried the possibility of damaging, if not destroying, the
map.

A copy of the map is included herewith in jpg format.

The Report, on pages 117 through 125, contains what the Report titles as “Field Notes by
Joseph C. Brown, United States Surveying Expedition, 1825-1827.” That expedition is
commonly known as the Sibley Expedition. Joseph C. Brown was the surveyor for the
Expedition. The “Field Notes” presented in the Report are not the notes of survey
information (such as bearings and distances) that the surveyor would have recorded in the
field during the survey. Instead, what is presented can be classified as a traveler’s guide.
It was prepared by Brown in October 1827 after all field work had been completed.
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