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(Allrights reserved; permission is granted to the Santa Fe Trail Association for publication on its web-site)

Introduction

An overview of the Sibley Expeditions in Northeastern New Mexico was presented on pages
12 through 18 of the August 2024 issue of Wagon Tracks. That article presented annotated
period maps of the Expeditions and described the Expeditions’ historical significance.

That article can be viewed at: https://santafetrail.org/wagon-tracks/

Google Earth maps and a spreadsheet tabulation of the Expeditions are herein presented
as noted near the end of the August 2024 article.

Maps

The following maps illustrate the routes of the Sibley Expeditions of 1825 and 1826 from
Point or Rocks to Taos, and will facilitate understanding of the tabulation of those
Expeditions. The maps were created using Google Earth.

e Agreen pin with a white number indicates the line number of the route of the
Expedition.

¢ Avyellow pin with white text indicates a notable feature that correlates with the
tabulation of the Expeditions.

e Ared pin with red text indicates campsites on the 1825 Expedition.

e Ingeneral, the lines are alternately colored red and yellow for ease of identifying the
end points of each line segment. However, in some instances (Lines 16, 16a, and
16b for example) endpoints are either at intersections with other lines or at labeled
features.

e Purple lines are later routes of the Santa Fe Trail that appear prominently on Google
Earth.

The maps are arranged in order from east to west along the route of the 1825 Expedition.

The Expedition of 1826 actually traveled eastward. However, the documentation for that
Expedition comes from the1827 “Field Book” which was written as if a person was traveling
westward. Therefore, both the tabulation and the maps are laid out as if the 1826
Expedition was traveling east to west. That said, the sequence of maps for the 1826
expedition includes Maps 1, 2, and 10, beyond which the maps for the 1825 Expedition
(Maps 5 through 9) are used.


https://santafetrail.org/wagon-tracks/

Tabulations

The tabulation for the 1825 Expedition is based on Sibley’s Journal and Diary. The
tabulation for the 1826 Expedition is based on the “Field Book” which was created using
information gathered on the 1826 Expedition. The “Field Book” was a traveler’s guide
written in 1827 but not published at the time. Again, as explained for the maps, the
tabulation of the 1826 Expedition is arranged as if the Expedition was proceeding westward
instead of eastward.

The information in the tabulations includes:

e Line number which correlates with the maps.

e Sibley’s mileage for the line segment.

e The mileage for the line segment as determined by the author using Google Earth.

e The difference (in miles) between Sibley’s and the author’s mileage for the line
segment; i.e., Sibley mileage minus Google Earth mileage.

e The percent difference between Sibley’s and Google Earth mileage.

e Location: This column contains a brief descriptor of either the line segment or the
endpoint of the line segment. These often correlate with labels on the maps.

e Quotes from Sibley’s Journal or Diary (1825 Expedition)) or the “Field Book” (1826
Expedition) describing the line segment, end points of the line segment, or notable
features associated with or adjacent to the line segment.

e Author’s comments and notes, generally adding background information to the
Journal/Diary and “Field Book” quotes, describing today’s Google Earth features,
and/or describing how the Google Earth line segment was defined.
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