
Tabulation of Sibley's 1825 Expedition, from Point of Rocks to Taos.
(Based on Sibley's Journal and Diary)
Compiled by Steve Schmidt
Nov 2014, Revised Sept 2024 Notes:

1 Line number corresponds to line number on accompanying Google Earth map

2 The Surveyor Joseph Brown stated, "…the distances were not measured but 

were estimated by time & the travel of waggons and horses…" 

3 Bold locations are camps noted by Sibley in his diary and on the 1825 maps.

Line (1)

Sibley 

Mileage (2)
Google 

Mileage

Diff. 

(Sibley - 

Google)

% Diff. 

(from 

Google) Location (3) Sibley Journal and/or Diary Comments and Notes

Tuesday 18th October [1825]
0.00 0.00 0.00 Point of Rocks "This Nob is 500 feet above the level Plain."  "From the top of this height we 

had a very full view of the great Range of Mountains before us.  It appeared to 

be only a few Miles away tho' in fact it was near 40. ..... At the foot of this 

Mound, or Mountain, are several very large Springs of excellent water."

Rayado, at the eastern foot of the Sangre de Cristo Moutnains, is 

43.6 miles straight line distance from Point of Rocks.  The springs 

are now the water supply for Point of Rocks Ranch.

1 4.25 5.88 -1.63 -28% Point of Rocks to the "breaks" "…we fell into a very plain Trace, which leads directly to the Pass of the 

Mountains by which Mules usually enter the Valley of Taos. Pursuing this 

Trace 4-1/4 Miles over very good level ground, thro' a kind of Valley…"

Faye Gaines believes she has found evidence of this trace on Point 

of Rocks Ranch, and it may be visible on Google Earth.  As we will 

see, Sibley generally underestimates the distance traveled, 

particularly when on  ground where the going is easy.

The "breaks" "…we came to a narrow deep Valley, or Hollow among Hills and Nobs…" The "kind of valley" leads directly to a narrow deep valley where the 

essentially level topography to the east "breaks off" and become 

very broken to the west (the area is known locally as 'the breaks'). 

The topography fits Sibley's  description of "Hills and Nobs" 

perfectly.

2 1.75 1.75 0.00 0% Valley Among Nobs and Hills "…which we kept down for the distance of 1-3/4 Mile…" Mileages correspond

Valley changes to Level Plain "…and entered an open level plain of great extent and beauty…" Transition to a level plain corresponds to Sibley's description.

3 2.50 2.11 0.39 18% Level Plain "…then we traveled 2-1/2 Miles over this plain…" Level plain corresponds to Sibley's description.

Chico Creek "…and came to a Creek, in the bed of which we found some good Water in a 

Hole after some search & halted for the night, having traveled today 15 Miles.  

The grass is poor here.  After passing the [Point of Rocks] , we have a Range of 

high rocky Ridges on our right [north] , which seem to extend from that point 

a little north of our route quite to the Rocky Mountains."

They camped on today's Chico Creek.  Sibley's description of rocky 

ridges to the north accurately describes what is seen along the 

route from Point of Rocks to the "breaks."

Wednesday 19th October [1825]
4 0.75 0.74 0.01 1% Up to the Gap "A very fine morning---slight frost.  After Breakfast we started.  We first rode 

3/4 of a Mile So. W. …"

In matching Sibley's description with the topography, he may have 

ridden more westward rather than southwestward.  

Pass or Gap "…and came to a Pass or Gap between ridges on the right and a long Mound 

on the left."

There can be little doubt about this location.  Sibley perfectly 

describes a gap of singular appearance. 

5 0.75 0.76 -0.01 -1% Down a valley "Then So. 75 W. on the Trace down a Valley…3/4 of a Mile…" The bearing So. 75 W corresponds to this route.

A Creek "…to a Creek, with good Water & Grass…" A branch of Chico Creek

6 1.25 1.89 -0.64 -34% Up a Slope "---then up the Slope of the Vally (passing another small dry Creek)... 1-1/4  

Mile." 

Gentle slope and passing another creek correspond to Sibley's 

description.
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High Ridge "...to the top of a high Ridge... From this Ridge, the view of the Mountains in 

front is extremely beautiful.  The course from [Point of Rocks ] to this Ridge is 

So. 85 W.  But to get here is somewhat circuitous, following Valleys & 

avoiding Hills &c.  There is a very plain Trace all the way, and the ground is 

hard & Smooth, tho' a littel Hilly.  The wagons got along with great ease.  

From this Ridge, we can see the entrance to the Taos Gap, as it is called, 

which bears from here So. 82 W."

It appears Sibley was giving bearings referenced to True North 

rather than Magnetic North, which is logical given this was a survey 

party.  This ridge is in fact S75W from the Pass or Gap (as described 

above), and is in fact S85.2W from Point of Rocks. It is difficult to 

determine what Sibley describes as "the Taos Gap," but from this 

ridge S82W would be directly at Kit Carson Mesa just south of 

today's Rayado.   The profile of the mountain summit west of 

Rayado is slightly depressed on this line of sight. 

7 1.75 2.30 -0.55 -24% Gentle Slope "We continued on the Trace over the Ridge down a gentle slope 1-3/4 

Miles…"

Gentle slope corresponds to Sibley's description.

Alkali Arroyo "…to a Small Creek with good Water & good Grass…." This is today's Alkali Arroyo, incorrectly identifed by Kate Gregg as 

Rio del Plano.

8 1.00 1.00 0.00 0% Gentle Slope "…then 1 Mile up a gentle slope….". Corresponds with Sibley's description.

Another Ridge "…to the top of another Ridge…" Corresponds with Sibley's description.

9 3.75 5.30 -1.55 -29% Gentle Slope "…then 3-3/4 Miles down a very gentle slope…" A trace can be followed on Google Earth for a significant distance 

along this route.  The route crosses no creeks and is a very gentle 

slope, consistent with Sibley's description.

Canadian River "...to a large, beautiful and brisk running Creek, upon the bank of which we 

camped for the Night.  This Creek is about the size of the Little Blue, and is 

probably one of the principal head branches of the Canadian Fork of the 

Arkansas.  It bears the name Rio Colorado from the mistaken notion that it is 

a head branch of The Red River.  Its banks and Margins afforded excellent 

pasturage for our Horses, but we found fuel Scarce.  The Water Excellent."

This appears to be a logical location to cross the Canadian due to 

the topography.  The ground gently slopes down to the river on the 

east side.  On the west side, there are "gaps" in the bluffs, and from 

the aerial photography, these gaps have been a historic preferred 

route of travel down to the river.  It is at this location that Sibley 

decides to send to Taos for pack mules to take his bagggae to Taos 

and to take the emply wagons over the mountains to Taos.

Thursday 20th October [1825]
10 4.75 5.22 -0.47 -9% Canadian R. to Cimarron Cr. "After early Breakfast, we moved onward.  Having dug out a Road in the Creek 

bank, got all safely over without any difficulty.  The bottom is gravel, the 

going in very good, & the going out on the West side easily made so.  …  Our 

course, upon the Trace, is So. 82 W. this morning; upon which we traveled 4-

3/4 Miles, over tolerably good ground,..."

Sibley went west through a natural gap in the bluffs along the west 

side of the river, then on across a natrual divide, passing just on the 

north side of present day Springer, NM.  The bearing So 82 W 

corresponds with this route.

Cimarron Cr. "…and came to another handsome Stream, on which there are some 

Scattering Willows and Balm Trees."

I have mapped this point close-by in the valley, but not directly on 

Cimarron Creek.

11 3.25 3.97 -0.72 -18% Along Cimarron Cr. "We traveled up this Creek 3-1/4 Miles…" I was told by a local ranch foreman that the historic rains of 1965 

produced epic flooding along Cimarron Creek, reworking the stream 

valley.  Local land owners also shaped the creek after the flooding.  

Therefore, it is very difficult to retrace Sibley's route along today's 

north side of the creek.

Ford of Cimarron Cr. "…to a very good Rocky ford and halted for the day under C[otton]  Balm 

Trees.  Here is plenty of very good grass, and fuel.  This Creek is called Rio 

Ponil."

Location of this ford is difficult to determine for the reasons given in 

the box above, but is a reasonable approximation based on Sibley's 

mileages.  Rio Ponil is now a northerly branch of Cimarron Cr.

Friday October 21st [1825]
12 5.00 6.11 -1.11 -18% Cimarron Cr. to Rayado Cr. The morning cool and a little cloudy.  Heavy clouds hanging over the 

Mountains.  At 40 Min past 8 we started, having got Breakfast.  We crossed 

the Creek at the ford,  and followed the Trace 5 Miles…"

Sibley crossed to the south side of Cimarron Cr.  There is what 

appears to be a trace on Google Earth along this route, which runs 

approximately west, cutting-off the northery sweep of Rayado Cr. 

Ford of Rayado Cr. "…and came to another Branch of the same Creek, which we crossed at a 

good ford…"

This branch of Cimmaron Cr. is Rayado Cr.  Again, the exact location 

of the ford is difficult to determine.

13 6.00 6.00 0.00 0% Along Rayado Cr. …and then kept up it 6 Miles…" It is unlcear whether they traveled in the valley adjacent to the 

creek, or on the bench or high ground along the north side of the 

creek.  From the 1825 map, I believe they traveled in the valley.
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First Camp on Rayado Cr. "…and halted on its banks at the first small grove of Balm Trees.  Here we 

found good pasturage, and plenty of fuel.  We are now about 5 Miles up in a 

sort of Cove or Valley, and about 5 Miles from the foot of the Mountains.  We 

traveled 11 Miles today, the greater part of which is over good road.  

Frequent showers of rain during our joiurney today; and the air was quite 

Sharp & piercing."

The location of this camp is an approximation based on Sibley's 

mileage.  Approximately 5 miles east of the camp, the Rayado Cr. 

Valley does narrow into a cove of sorts, with Gonzalitos and Rayado 

Mesas to the south, and table land higher than the creek's valley to 

the north.

Saturday, 22d October [1825]
In First Camp on Rayado Cr. "It rained and stormed last Night, and a little this Morning; The Mountains in 

front of us are white with snow.  It cleared off about 12, and continued fair & 

pleasant all the rest of the day.  We lay by all day.  The hunters brought in 

plenty of fine fat Venison."

The plotted location appears to be in good agreement with Sibley's 

1825 map.

Sunday 23d October [1825]
14 2.00 2.00 0.00 0% Along Rayado Cr. "A very fine pleasant morning.  After Breakfast, moved 2 miles nearer the 

Mountain, for the Sake of better grass."

Second Camp on Rayado Cr. Approximately at today's Rayado.  The plotted location appears to 

be in good agreement with Sibley's 1825 map.

14a 2.50 4.25 -1.75 -41% "I rode up to the Gap, following the Trace which is about 2-1/2 Miles farther, 

from our new camp.  The whole way up, up to the very ascent of the 

Mountain, is sufficiently smooth and level for the Waggons.  But the Gap is 

very rough and Steep at is very entrance."

From Raydao (without benefit of an on-the-ground investigation, 

and without being able to locate any maps of the Taos Trail through 

the mountains) it appears the foot of the mountains and the steep 

ascent would be approximately 4 to 4.5 miles from Sibly's second 

camp on the Rayado.  More study is needed.

Monday 24th October [1825]
At Second camp on Rayado Cr. "At 3 p. m. Walker and Vaughn returned from Taos, bringing with them the 

Mules, Packers &c.  Mr. Baillio also come over with them, and he was 

accompanied by an old Comanche Indian, who has undertaken to point out a 

route for the Waggons over the Mountains, through a pass south of the usual 

Mule route."

The mules carrying the baggage would return to Taos via the Toas 

Trail.  The wagons would travel another route to the south.

Tuesday 25th October [1825]
15 8.00 10.60 -2.60 -25% Over a rocky ridge "At 12, the Mules started with the Baggage, &c. in charge of Vaughn and 

Davis, who are to make the best of their way over the Mountains, by the 

nearest route, to San Fenando [Taos] .  As soon as the Mules had gotten fairly 

off, I set out with the rest of the Party and the Waggons, nearly empty, to find 

a pass farther South; conducted by Francisco the Guide, & accompanied by 

Mr. Baillio, who kindly volunteered to go round with me, and to serve as 

Interpreter.  The Guide speaks Spanish very well, but no English."                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

"Our first course was nearly South for about 8 Miles, passing over one high, 

steep & Rocky Ridge.  At the end of this 8 Miles..."

Sibley passed on the west side of today's Kit Carson Mesa, then 

over a rocky pass between today's Ortega Mesa and Rayado Mesa.

Large Salt Pond "…we came to a pretty large Pond & halted just at dark.  The Water in the 

Pond is so strongly impregnated with Salts that it was impossible to use it and 

we must have suffered if some of the Men had not found some sweet Water 

during the Night more than a Mile off."

Today's Laguna Yeso (gypsum lagoon), a realatively large natural 

pond with salt or alkali around its pereimeter and downstream of 

the pond. Downstram (SE) of the large pond for a distance of about 

a mile are smaller ponds and low lands with salt or alkali deposits.  

It is unclear where  'sweet water' was located, althought this area is 

the head of today's Sweetwater Creek Valley.  Perhaps they found 

sweet water to the west?

Wednesday 26th October [1825]
16, 16a, 

16b

4.00 7.88 -3.88 -49% Southward "We started after a pretty early Breakfast.  The Horses evidently weakened by 

the too free use of the Pond Water, of which they were all very fond, and 

drank of it freely during the Night.  We continued our journey southward 

about 4 Miles….."

There is a large difference between Sibley's mileage and the Google 

Earth mileage.
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Projection of the Mountain "...to a point or projection of the Mountain on the right, then turned about 

West into a large and Handsome Valley, thro'which runs a Cold Creek."

The "point or projection" is the southern extent of today's Apache 

Mesa;  that mesa was the "Mountain on the right."  The "large and 

Handsome Valley" is toda'sy Ocate Cr. Valley, and the "Cold Creek" 

is today's Ocate Cr, (incorrectly identified by Kate Gregg as 

Sweetwater Cr.).

17 8.00 10.40 -2.40 -23% Along Ocate Cr. We traveled up this Creek, crossing it once, about 8 Miles…" Sibley headed west along today's Ocate Cr, crossing at what we 

know today as Ocate Crossing.  

Ocate Gap "… and halted just at sunset on its bank at what may be called the entrance of 

the Gap."

This is today's Ocate Gap.

Thursday 27th October [1825]
18 6.00 6.60 -0.60 -9% Along Ocate Cr. "The Latitude of the this Gap is fixed at 36o-10'-20".   At 9, the wind abated, 

the sun shone out clearly and it became warm and pleasant; and we then 

started forward.  We kept up the Valley upon a course generally about No. W. 

six Miles…."

The latitude for the point I have selected to represent the Gap is  

36°10'19.29".

Foot of a Mountain "…which brought us to the foot of a mountain, which the Guide gave me to 

understand, we must ascend & pass over.  It looked pretty formidable, upon 

the first view of it; …"

The mountain is Ocate Mesa.

19 1.75 1.60 0.15 9%  Zig-Zag way …but by winding along in a Zig Zag kind of way, and resting often, our poor 

jaded Horses made out to drag the Waggons to the Top; … The distance from 

bottom to top, by the winding way we were obliged to ascend, is about 1-3/4 

Mile."

The route plotted on Google Earth is an almost uniform grade of 

17%.

Top of Mountain [The Top] …"which I suppose may be about a thousand feet above the level 

Plain.  I am well enough satisfied that a good road may be made up this side 

of the Mountain for loaded Waggons at a small expense.  …  The view from 

the top of this Mountain is very fine.  The [Point of Rocks]  bears from here 

No. 78 E."

The "top" is at approx elev 9200 and the foot of the mountain is 

approx elev. 7650, a difference of 1,550 feet.  The Point of Rocks 

bears N 76.2 E from this point.  Sibley's N78E does not fit with the 

topography of Ocate Mesa.

20 3.00 3.10 -0.10 -3% Across Ocate Mesa "Having got fairly up the Hill, & rested the Horses a little, we pursued our way 

Westward, over pretty good, open & level ground 3 miles…"

While not "level', it was cetainly less steep than the ascent of the 

mountain.  

A Little Rill "…and camped just at dark, on a little rill…" The 'little rill' was likely a small branch of LeFebres Cr. as shown on 

the map sent to Comm. Reeves after Sibley arrived in Taos in 1825.

Friday 28th October [1825]
21 2.00 1.85 0.15 8% Across Ocate Mesa "The mercury at 14 at daylight.  At 9 it moderated, and became quiet mild and 

pleasant; & we then proceeded.  We traveled 2 Miles over good ground…."

Sibley says of the top of Ocate Mesa:  " It is say 5 miles across the 

level summit of this Mountain, which whole distance is an open 

plain except perhaps about half a Mile, in all, that we had to pass 

through some beautiful groves of Balm and Aspin Trees, which we 

got through with very little cutting.  The soil on the top of this 

Mountain is exceedingly rich, and the grass fine, and plenty of most 

excellent Water."

Descent of the Mountain "…and arrived at the descent of this Mountain." Western edge of the mesa, SW of today's Hidden Lake.

22 1.75 1.81 -0.06 -3% "We found the descent much easier than the ascent, of course --- tho' we had 

more trouble to effect it, as the timber is thicker and we had a good deal of 

clearing to do to get the Waggons along.  It is not as steep as the other side, 

and no over 1-3/4 from top to bottom."

I have shown the route "cutting-off" the existing switchbacks, 

because Sibley does not mention any "zig zags."

Fertile Valley "After we had got fairly over this Mountain, we fell into an extensive and 

fertile Valley, waterd by a beautiful Creek."

This accurately describes the Coyote Cr. Valley.  Due to 

development in the valley, plotting of Sibley's route is an 

approximation at best along Coyote Cr..

23 5.00 5.00 0.00 0% Along Coyote Cr. "We kept up this Valley & Creek 5 Miles..." I have approximately followed the existing highway.

Pine Forest "…and then entered an open Pine forest…" I chose this location based on Sibley's mileage.

24 2.00 2.00 0.00 0% Along Coyote Cr. "…through which we traveled 2 Miles over excellent Road…" Again, following the highway.

Small Creek "…and arrived at the foot of another Mountain, and encamped for the Night 

on  small Creek."

This location, at the fork of Coyote Cr., corresponds well with 

Sibley's map going east in 1826.  Sibley labels this location "Valley 

Springs."

Saturday 29th October [1825]
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25 1.00 1.87 -0.87 -47% Ascent of the Mountain "Started very early, and immediately commenced to ascend the Mountain.  

Here it was necessary to cut away a great many Shrubs and Trees.  The 

Axemen were able to keep ahead of the Waggons very easily, for the Horses 

were so weak and tired that the Waggoners were obliged to double team and 

take one Waggon up at a time.  In this manner they effected the ascent of this 

Mountain with more ease than the other.  This is in fact by far the least 

difficult of the two.  It is about 1 Mile from the bottom to the top, the way we 

ascended it;  but I ascertained that a much better route may be had by 

following up a Hollow to the left hand [south]  of our route.  This would cost 

some labor, and perhpas lengthen the distance half a Mile; but it will afford a 

road that may be traveled very conveniently with Loaded Waggons & good 

Horses."

For the route plotted, the average slope is 11.5%.  Sibley may have 

taken a more direct path up the mountain, thus making his mileage 

shorter than the route I have plotted.

Osha Pass "...the top..." Ruts are clearly visible on Google Earth in the vicinity of the pass. 

What made the ruts, and at what point in time, are not known.

26 1.50 0.62 0.88 142% Across Hard Prairie "The descent was easy, and effected without the least difficulty or delay.  

After we reached the top, we traveled about 1-1/2 Mile over hard level 

Prairie…" 

There is currently an area with realitively gentle slope, containing 

grass and no trees.

Edge of Prairie

27 1.00 1.20 -0.20 -17% Descend the Mountain "…then about 1 Mile down into a valley…" Note that although there are significant differences in the individaul 

distances, Sibley's total distance from Eastern Foot to Western Foot 

of the Mounatin is 3.5 miles, compared to the plotted Google Earth 

distance of 3.69 miles, a difference of only 5% which is good 

agreement.

Into a Valley Tiendites Cr. Valley.

28 3.00 2.33 0.67 29% Along Tienditas Cr. "…then 3 Miles down the Valley…." I plotted the route along the east side of the valley.

Past Valle Escandido "…and fell into the great Mule Trace leading to Taos from the Gap we left on 

the 25th.  The Mountain we just crossed is part of the great dividing ridge 

between the Waters of the Arkansas &c. and the Rio Grande del Norte.  We 

are now fairly and, as I hope, safely over the Mountains, in effecting which, 

we have encountered much less difficulty that I had anticipated."

This is at the mouth of Tienditas Cr. where it empties into the Rio 

Fenando de Taos.  Osha Pass is the divide between the Mississippi 

and the Rio Grande watersheds.

29 5.00 5.20 -0.20 -4% Along the Rio Fenando de Taos "Our course is now more to the West.  The Trace leads down a deep Narrow 

Valley, thro' which flows a most lovely Creek, which we frequently cross.  We 

continued our journey 5 Miles down this Valley without any material 

detention or difficulty…."

This is the valley of the Rio Fernando de Taos.  My plot follows 

today's highway.  Note that Sibley says they frequently crossed the 

creek.

On Rio Fernando de Taos "…and halted on the bank of the Creek for the Night…  Francisco the Guide 

here left us and went home, considering us now no longer in need of his aid.  

He has discharged his duty faithfully and very much to my Satisfaction, & so 

told him."

I chose a location where the valley is relatively wide.

Sunday 30th October [1825]
30 8.00 8.30 -0.30 -4% Along the Rio Fenando de Taos "We started after Breakfast, at 9.  We kept down the Valley and Creek 8 Miles, 

in which we found not obstruction of difficulty;…"

This is the valley of the Rio Fernando de Taos.

Taos Square "...and at 12, arrived at the Village of San Fernando.  Our Poor Horses seemed 

to pluck up fresh Spirits, on sight of fields and Houses; they entered the 

Village merrily at a good Trot as if they meant to enjoy their full Share of the 

honour of bringing the First Waggons over the Mountains into the Valley of 

Taos."

I chose the square as the point of termination.

Total 99.75 115.39 -15.64 -14% On average, Sibley underestimated the distances by 14%. 

Tabulation of Sibley's 1826 Expedition, from Taos to Point of Rocks.
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(Based on the Expedition's so called "Field Book")

Note: To more logically correspond to the "Field Book" descriptions,

 this is presented as if the direction of travel was westward.

Compiled by Steve Schmidt
Nov 2014, Revised Sept 2024 Notes:

1 Line number corresponds to line number on accompanying Google Earth map

2 Distances were measured.

Line (1)

Sibley 

Mileage (2)
Google 

Mileage

Diff. 

(Sibley - 

Google)

% Diff. 

(from 

Google) Location "Field Book" Description Comments and Notes

Point of Rocks "At this place is a very constant and good spring. The mountains are in full 

view, and as no beaten road will be discovered until more traveled, the 

traveler will be guided by the strong features of the country, which with care 

on his part will conduct him safely on his journey."  

Note that there is no "beaten track" for the Santa Fe Trail southwest 

from Point of Rocks, but there was a "plain trace" (Taos Trail) going 

west from Point fof Rocks.

31, 32 13.98 14.41 -0.43 -3% Point of Rocks to Chico Creek "From the Point of Rocks the traveler will proceed a little south of west, as 

indicated by the map, leaving a higher swell of the plain or a little hill a fourth 

or half a mile to his left, and will proceed until at the brow of the high 

tableland on which he will find himself to be. Looking across the valley before 

him, through which a small creek flows to southwest [Chico Creek] , he will 

see the southern point of similar highland to that on which he is, a little 

beyond which point is the Canadian river. The road passes as near the point 

on the south of it as is convenient, and continues forward to the Canadian."

The route plotted on Googel Earth (Lines 31, 32, 33, 34) is in very 

close agreement with Sibley's "Field Book" map and mileages.  

Indications of SFT ruts can be found in many places on  this route.  

Sibley's route was defintely not the main SFT to the south (Lines 

32a, 32b, 33a) based on mileages to Chico Cr.  The "southern point 

of similar highland" is the bluff immediately north of Hwy 56 

opposite the point where the SFT crosses Hwy 56, which from 

Sibley's vantage point is directly on a line to the Rock Crossing of 

the Canadian R.

Chico Creek "On the creek in the valley short of the Canadian is water and grass plenty, 

but no timber. There are a few willow bushes."

Crosses Chico Creek.

33, 34 6.39 6.96 -0.57 -8% From Creek to Canadain River

Canadian River "Canadian river, a bold running stream from 50 to 80 links wide, bears 

southeast. The ford is rocky and shallow and is easy to find. If missed the 

traveler would not be able to cross below the ford in many miles. Camping is 

good for water and grass, and fuel may be had but it is here scarce. On the 

west bank of this stream the road to Santa Fe by the way of St. Miguel turns 

off to the left, on which see the remarks at the end of this work."  

Rock Crossing of the Canadian.  Note that the Field Book route will 

now be westward to the Sweetwater Valley, not southwestward 

toward San Miguel.

35, 36 8.65 8.65 0.00 0% Canadian River to Pinon Hills From the crossing of the Canadian the road continues a little west of south 

[south of west?]  just by and on the south side of a hill with small bushy pines.

This distance puts us right at I-25.  The Pinon Hills are immediately 

to the northwest.

Pond Near Pinon HIlls "A pond of water in the valley near to the pine [Pinon]  hills [immediately 

west of I-25] , where fuel may be had and water and plenty of grass for stock."

I do not see on Google Earth a featrue that definitely can be 

identifed as a natural pond located close to the route.

37, 38, 

16a

14.35 16.78 -2.43 -14% Pinon Hills to top of Apache Hill "From the pine hill the road bears a little more south, and will in 5 or 6 miles 

pass some very elevated tableland or a low, flat-top mountain [Gonzalitos 

Mesa ]. Leaving it on the right, will cross the bed of a small [Sweetwater] 

creek (frequently dry), bearing S.E. and will cross the valley obliquely to the 

elevated tableland [Charette Mesa]  which bounds the southern side of the 

valley, and will continue to the southwest quarter of the valley (which is 

several miles broad and projects with several prongs westward) to where the 

tableland on the south of the road [Charette Mesa]  joins a spur of what may 

be deemed a low mountain, [Apache Mesa]  projecting to the south’d two or 

three miles. At the junction the road turning more to the left up a narrow 

valley [where the western point of Charette Mesa meets Apache Mesa] ..."

I have no explanation for the 2.43 miles difference in mileage.  

Sibley accurately describes the route from the Pinon Hills, through 

the Sweetwater Valley, to Apache Hill where Charette Mesa meets 

Apache Mesa.
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Top of Apache Hill "...ascends to the top of the tableland [Apache Hill] . From this place, where 

there are a few small, bushy trees, fuel may be taken to a pond of water 

about half a mile eastward, where there is plenty of fine grass."

There is a  natural pond 0.5 miles northeast of the top of Apache 

Hill.

16b, 17, 

18

19.21 19.88 -0.67 -3% Top of Apache Hill to Eastern Foot 

of Ocate Mesa

"The road continues around the spur of the mountain [Apache Mesa]  and 

turns westward up a small creek [Ocate Creek]  with rocky cliffs which will be 

immediately on the left, and will cross it [Ocate Creek]  immediately at the 

upper end of the cliffs, and will continue up it, passing a gap [just below the 

town of Ocate, NM]  of an arm of the mountain [Gallinas Mesa ], and just [at] 

a high cliff or point [Ocate Peak] on the left, will cross a small fork of the 

creek [LeFebres Cr.]  and will continue up the north fork of it [Ocate Creek] , 

which is the most considerable..."

The rocky cliffs along Ocate Creek are accurately described.

Eastern Foot of Ocate Mesa "...to the foot of the mountain [Ocate Mesa] …"

19, 20, 21, 

22, 23, 24

15.09 15.36 -0.27 -2% Over Ocate Mesa "…on the south of the small creek [at this point, Ocate Creek has become 

today's Manueles Creek] , which runs boldly, the road ascends the mountain, 

winding to the southwest to advantage [Zig-Zag kind of way??] , until the 

brow is gained at the edge of a prairie. This part of the road up the mountain 

is stony and timber of pine and dwarf oak. This hill is the worst part of the 

road. As it is, waggons can carry up light loads, but with labor … it might (and 

no great difficulty) be made tolerably good. This is the first hill of difficulty … 

from the commencement. It is about a mile and a half from the foot to the 

summit, and when at the summit a prairie, which, like a fillet borders the 

brow of this spur of the mountains, will conduct the traveler in a western 

direction to its descent [of Ocate Mesa just described].  The soil of the prairie 

is dark and rich and the grass luxuriant and fine. It abounds with springs of 

the finest water. All the way on this mountain there is much more elevated 

land on the right of the road, which is thickly timbered for the most part. 

Several species of pine, the aspen, some cedar and dwarf oak are the timbers 

of the mountains. Here also are found several sorts of game— bear , elk, deer 

and turkey.

The "Field Book" map shows a slightly shorter distance from the 

foot to the brow of Ocate Mesa than I have plotted.   The Field Book 

accurately describes the route plotted over Ocate Mesa, passing 

along the western boundary of the mesa with higher ground on the 

north side (right) of the route.

Western Foot of Ocate Mesa and 

up Coyote Creek

Having descended the western side of the mountain, which is tolerably thickly 

timbered, at the foot of it the road enters a prairie, where there is a small 

beaten path leading in a western direction, as the road goes, continuing up a 

branch on the north side of it [Coyote Creek] , crossing almost at right angles, 

one fork [Little Coyote Creek]  of it about 10 links wide running very boldly 

south about two miles from the foot of the mountain.  

For the route I have plotted on Google Earth, Little Coyote Creek is 

1.3 miles from the foot of the mountain.

Up Coyote Creek Valley to Eastern 

Foot of Mountain at Osha Pass

At about three miles further are three fine springs in the valley [Black Lake 

area] , where [water]  is plenty but grass only tolerable — nothing 

comparable anywhere in the valley to what it is on the mountain. The road 

continues westward along the small path, bearing a little more from the 

branch and falling on it again near the foot of a mountain, which is the 

dividing ridge, and which is about two miles from the valley springs."

Eastern Foot of Mountain "Foot of the dividing ridge. This mountain, especially on the east side is more 

timbered than the other, but not so bad to cross [Osha Pass] . It also has 

prairie on the top like unto the other, through which the road passed to the 

western brow. Through the timbered parts of the mountain, the road is 

open."

25-26-27 4.01 3.69 0.32 9% Eastern Foot to Western Foot of 

Mountain at Osha Pass

Western Foot of Mountain
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28-29-30 15.70 15.83 -0.13 -1% Western Foot of Mountin at Osha 

Pass to Taos

"Western foot of the dividing ridge. Here is a small stream [Tienditas Creek] , 

which flows with increased size into the valley [Rio San Fernando de Taos]  of 

Taos [at Valle Escondido].  Just by the village of San Fernando the road 

continues down it to the best advantage, crossing it frequently. This valley is 

extremely scarce of grass and the road not good, though with little labor it 

might be excellent."

Note that the road frequently crosses the Rio San Fernando de 

Taos.

Taos  "San Fernando, the principal village in Taos. This being the nearest of the 

Mexican settlements, the most northern and the most abundant in provisions 

for man and beast…"

I have plotted the route to the square in Toas.

Total 97.38 101.56 -4.18 -4% Almost 60% of the difference in total mileages (2.43 miles) occurs 

from the Pinon Hills to the top of Apache HIll.  I have no explanation 

for this difference. That 2.43 miles, if added to Sibley's mileage, 

would give a Sibley mileage total of 99.81 miles, a difference of less 

than -2% from the Google Earth mileage.
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