
William Bradford Waddell

Willam B. Waddell, who was born in Virginia in 1807, was a Lexington, Missouri wholesaler and 
retailer. In 1849, he joined with James Brown of Independence, Robert Aull and William Russell 
of Lexington, Missouri in shipping 600,000 pounds of supplies to the Army in Santa Fe. Then in 
1854, he joined the firm of Russell, Majors, and Waddell in obtaining the unified contract to 
supply Army posts in the West. The firm mainly operated out of Ft. Leavenworth and later 
Nebraska City, but Waddell usually stayed int he home office in Lexington, where he served as 
the company's business manager. The company was quite profitable until they encountered 
serious losses in the "Mormon War" for which they were not compensated. A stage line to 
Denver and the Pony Express did not get them the mail contract to California. When the firm 
collapsed, Waddell retired to his mansion in Lexington which he had sold to his son for one 
dollar.
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