William H. Russell

William H. Russell, born in Vermont in 1812, starting working for the Aull brothers of
Lexington, Missouri in their outfitting business in 1830. After opening his own store and
serving as county treasurer and postmaster, in 1847 he joined E. C. McCarty of Westport
in sending the first civilian wagon train to Santa Fe from that city. He sent another caravan
the next year, and in 1851 he joined James Brown of Independence and Robert Aull of
Lexington in sending 600,000 pounds of supplies to the Army in Santa Fe. He continued to
supply frontier posts, and by 1854 he joined in the new company of Russell, Majors, and
Waddell. Russell was their main entrepreneur and political lobbyist, spending much of his
time in Washington, D.C. negotiating contracts and obtaining credit. They became the
largest shipping company in the West and later operated the Pony Express.
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