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William R. Gordon was born in County Tyrone, Ireland, in 
1828 and immigrated to the United States in 1847. He 
served in the United States Army for five years (1850-
1855), mostly in the Southwest. He marched along the 
Santa Fe Trail and participated in the building of Fort Union 
in New Mexico. In 1855, he purchased mules and drove 
them east to Missouri along the Trail. During the Civil War, 
he rejoined the army, attaining the rank of captain. He 
represents the thousands of enlisted men who traversed the 
Santa Fe Trail in service to the United States. 

Inducted into the Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame, 2008 


