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William Bent was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1809. In 
1833 he, his brother Charles, and their friend Ceran St. 
Vrain founded Bent, St. Vrain & Company, perhaps the most 
profitable trading enterprise in the Southwest. Bent's Fort, 
on the Arkansas River in southeastern Colorado was one of 
the most important outposts on the Santa Fe Trail. William 
Bent died in 1869 and is buried in Las Animas, Colorado. 

Inducted into the Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame, 2008 


