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William Becknell has long been known as the "Father of the 
Santa Fe Trail." He and five companions first traded goods 
from Missouri to Santa Fe in 1821, using pack horses. He 
also was the fi rst merchant to ta ke freight wagons along the 
Trail, in 1822. Becknell was born in Virginia in the late 
1780s, served in the War of 1812, and died in Texas in 
1856. 

Inducted into the Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame, 2008 




