
THOMAS FITZPATRICK 
1799~1854 

Thomas Fitzpatrick was born in 
Ireland and came to the U.S. as a 
young man. He soon moved west and 
became involved with the Ashley Fur 
Company. He and J edadiah Smith led 
the party that discovered South Pass, 
which made crossing the mountains to 
Oregon much easier. He and Smith led 
a trade caravan on the Santa Fe Trail in 
1831, during which Smith was killed 
by Comanches. In 1836 a gun accident 
took two fingers from Fitzpatrick's 
left hand; there- after he was known to 
the Indians as "Broken Hand." 

Fitzpatrick was a leader of mountain 
men fur trappers, an explorer of the 
mountain west, head of the Rocky 
Mountain Fur Company, a guide for 
emigrant trains to the West, a guide for 
John C. Fremont, and he guided 
General Stephen W. Keamy's Army At Fort Atkinson, 1853, he and Major 
of the West to Santa Fe on the Robert Chilton signed a treaty with the 
Mountain Route of the Santa Fe Trail Comanche, Kiowa, and Plains Apache 
in 1846. tribes to protect travelers on the Santa 

He was appointed Indian Agent for Fe Trail. 
the Agency of the Upper Platte and 
Arkansas Rivers to deal with the Hafen, LeRoy R. and W. J. Ghent, Broken 
plains tribes. He met with the Indians Hand. The Life Story of Thomas Fitzpatrick, 

1 . . , Chief of the Mountain Men. Denver: Old 
at many p aces. Fort Laramie, Bent s West Publishing co., 1931. Reprint, 
Fort, Fort Mann, and Fort Atkinson. University of Nebraska Press, 1973. 


