
ROBERT HALL CHILTON 
1815~1879 

Robert Hall Chilton, native of Vir­
ginia, was a graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point in 
183 7. He married Laura Mason ( 1829-
1911 ), daughter of Attorney General 
John Y. Mason, in 1845. They would 
have three children. 

Chilton served on the western 
frontier at Fort Leavenworth, the 
Choctaw Nation, Fort Gibson, and 
other stations from 183 7 until the war 
with Mexico in 1846, when he was 
promoted to captain. He served under 
General Zachary Taylor at the Battle 
of Buena Vista, Mexico, February 23, 
1847, and was awarded rank ofbrevet 
major for gallant and meritorious 
conduct when he carried wounded 
Colonel Jefferson Davis to safety 
under heavy fire from the enemy. Army and became first a Brigadier 

After the Mexican American war General, then a Maj or General and 
Chilton returned to the West and le<l finally Adjutant General and Chief of 
troops on the Oregon Trail and Santa Staff to General Robert E. Lee of the 
Fe Trail. He commanded Fort Atkin- Co:ifederate Army. After the war 
son, located just west of present Chilton moved to Colum1?us, Georgia, 
Dodge City during the summer where he became president of the 
months of 1851, 1852, and 1853. He Colu1:1-bus Manufacturing Company. 
represented the U.S. Army at the He. died February 18, 1879, and _is 
treaty negotiations with Plains Indians bl:1fied at H?llr~ood Cemetery 1n 
at Fort Laramie (in present Wyoming) Richmond, V 1rgin1a. 
in September 1851 and Fort Atkinson Major Chilton is honored with a 
in July 1853, leading troops that pro- monument in Chilton Park in Dodge 
vided security during the conferences. City, Kansas, which was dedicated in 

At the outbreak of the Civil War. l 931. 
Major Chilton resigned from the U.S. Ezra Warner, Generals in Gray (1959) 


