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Pedro Ignacio Gallego commanded the Spanish military force 
which encountered William Becknell and his companions on 
August 13, 1821. This accidental but fateful meeting led to 
the opening of the Santa Fe Trail and American expansion 
into the Southwest. Gallego was born in Abiquiu, New 
Mexico in 1765. He served his community and his country in 
various important political and military positions in the early 
1800s. The date of his death is unknown. 

Inducted into the Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame, 2008 


