
Josiah Gregg
1806-1850

Josiah Gregg literally "wrote the book" on the Santa 
Fe Trade. His Commerce of the Prairies, first 
published in 1844, is still in print and remains our 
primary source on the history and development of 
the Santa Fe Trail in its first two decades. Gregg's 
account is a compilation of his own experiences on 
the Trail beginning with his first trip in 1831. He 
caught "gold fever" and went to California mines in 
1849 and died there in 1850.
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