
EDMUND GUERRIER 
1840~1921 

Edmund Guerrier was born in 1840 
in a Cheyenne village along the Smoky 
Hill River in present Kansas (some 
reports list his birthplace in present 
Wyoming). His father was William 
Guerrier, a Frenchman, and his mother 
was Tah-tah-tois-neh, a Cheyenne 
woman. His father was employed by 
William Bent as a trader. Following his 
mother's death from cholera in 1849, 
Edmund was sent to Saint Mary's 
Mission School in Kansas and later to 
St. Louis University. 

In 1862 he returned to the West and 
took a job as a bullwhacker on the 
Santa Fe Trail. In 1864 he was at Fort 
Lamed where William Bent and a party 
of Cheyenne Indians had come for a 
peace council. There Guerrier met his 
Cheyenne relatives as well as William 
Bent and his son George and daughter Refnolds and Le~ C~mpany • He and 
Julia, whom Guerrier would marry. Julia Bent married m 1875 (some 

In November 1864 Guerrier was at acco:1nts say 1865). They settled_on t~e 
Sand Creek CO when Col. John Darlmgton Cheyenne Reservation m 
Chivington and 700 soldiers attacked present Oklahoma where Edmund, 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho camp, Julia, and their children William and 
massacring more than 150 men, wo- Anna each received 160-acre land 
men, and children. George and Julia allotments. Here Edmund operated a 
were also there. Although George was trading post for years. 
wounded, he, Julia, and Edmund man- When a new post office was opened 
aged to escape the carnage. At the in the area in 1893 it was named for 
Trea~ of the Little Arkansas in ~865, Guerrier, although the spelling of the 
Guerrier was employed as an mter- name was changed to Geary. Edmund 
preter. In 1866 he worked as a trader . . . 
for William Bent, and in 1867 he was a ~lied February 22, 1921, an~ 1s _bun_ed 
scout and interpreter for the Hancock In !he Geary Cemetery as IS his w1f e 
Expedition in Kansas. That same year Juba. 
he participated in the Medicine Lodge Dee Cordry, . Trueheart, the Story of 
Treaty in Kansas. Edm_und Guerrzer (1996) . 
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