DICK & CHARLOTTE
SLAVES AT BENT'S FORT

Few facts are known of the life of  Almost every record of a visit to Bent’s
Dick. He was a Negro slave of OldFortincluded lavish praise of Charlotte,
William Bent and worked at Bent's the Negro slave of William Bent and the
Fort. He was married to Charlotte and wife of Dick, another slave at the fort. Her
may have been the brother of Andrew, fame along the Santa Fe Trail and through-
another Dlave at the fort. out the entire Rocky Mountain fur-trade

Visitors to the fort always referred to region was based on two accomplishments.
Dick as the husband of Charlotte, the The first was her amazing ability as
legendary cook and de facto hostess at a cook. Travelers along the Trail often
special events. He was described as wrote of their eager anticipation of
being Bent’s “servant” and he and arriving at the fort and dining at
Andrew were also pressed into service Charlotte’s table. Her culinary skills
as butlers as special dinners. offered all workers and guests at the

When General Stephen Kearny and fort a delightful respite from the
his troops seized Santa Fe in August monotony of trail and trapper food.
1846, he appointed Charles Bent as  Her second accomplishment was her
governor of the captured territory. gift as an entertainer. Ruxton noted
Bent brought Dick to New Mexico to that Charlotte loved to characterize
serve as his personal servant. When herself as "de onlee lady in de dam
Charles was killed in January 1847 by Injun country." Garrard noted that
rebellious Taos Indians, Dick joined dances were held nightly at the fort
the fight to suppress the rebellion. He and that Charlotte and Rosalie, a
fought valiantly during the battle at helper in the kitchen, were cagerly let
Taos Pueblo. He was the first to rush to the dance floor "to trip the light
into a shelled and smoke-filled church fantastic toe."

where the last of the rebels were Little else is known of Charlotte.

fighting. Others followed his lead and The last reference to her is in 1847

the rebels were defeated. when she and her husband left for
During the fight Dick was severely Missouri as free persons. However,

wounded and taken back to Bent's unlike countless other persons on the

Fort. William Bent granted both Dick frontier, Charlotic lives on in the fond

and Charlotte their freedom. They memories of her cooking skills and

were last seen bound for Missouri in a her grace as a dancer.

wagon train. From that point on, they

disappear from written history. Dick David Lavender, Bent’s Fort (1954)

was a valued employee of the Bent's Janet Lecompte, Pueblo, Hardscrabble,

and a hero in the fight to defeat the Greenhorn: Society on the High Plains,
Taos rebels. 1832-1856 (1980)




