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Kit Carson was born in 1809. He spent his boyhood in 
Franklin, Missouri, at the eastern end of the Santa Fe Trail. 
In 1826 he ran away from his apprenticeship to a local 
saddle maker and joined a wagon train headed for New 
Mexico. He became famous as a fur trapper, explorer, and 
soldier. For many Americans in the 19th Century he 
personified the frontier and life in the American West. He 
died in 1868 at Fort Lyon, Colorado, on the Mountain Branch 
of the Santa Fe Trail. 

Inducted into the Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame, 2008 


