
Alexander Majors

Alexander Majors, born in Kentucky in 1814, grew up in Missouri and became a farmer like his 
father. He took his first train of goods to Santa Fe in 1848. A very religious man, he was well 
respected for his fairness and organization. After forming Russell, Majors, and Waddell in 1854, he 
supervised their wagon trains as they obtained the unified contract to support all military posts in 
the West. Depending on the year and the account consulted, the firm hired at least 1,700 men who 
used 7,500 to 40,000 oxen to pull 500 to 3,500 wagons in at least 20 wagon trains. Despite the 
opposition of Majors, the firm invested in a risky stage line to Denver and the Pony Express. With 
the collapse of the those enterprises when they didn't get the mail contract to California, Majors 
spent his fortune paying off creditors. He was later rescued form poverty in Denver by his former 
employee, William "Buffalo Bill" Cody, who helped him publish an autobiography.
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