
Musical Instruments Played on the Trail 
 
Match the pictures below with the names of the instruments to the right. 
 

 

 
Military bugle—The bugle was used to signal 
troops.  The soldier was dependent on the 
bugler to inform him of almost every action 
from time to rise to the order to retreat in time 
of battle. 

  

 

 
Rattles were used by Native Americans dating 
back to historic times.  They were used as a 
method of keeping rhythm during tribal dances. 
The rhythm the rattle helps keep during the 
dance is unforgettable – something that 
resonates to the very soul, helping make the 
ceremony a spiritual experience.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tin whistle or pennywhistle.  These have 
been popular musical instruments for hundreds 
of years.  During the Trail days many musical 
instruments might have been heard including 
the mandolin, fiddle, guitar, banjo, and tin 
whistle. 

  

 

 
 

The Jaw Harp is a musical instrument held 
between the teeth. This instrument has been 
used for more than 400 years in Europe.  
Evidence has been found of Spaniards bringing 
Jaw Harps to America as early as the late 
1500’s.  In 1677, 100 Jaw Harps were among 
the trade items given as payment for an Indian 
tract of land. The instrument was quite popular 
during the Trail days.  It is sometimes referred 
to a Jews Harp or mouth harp. 

  

 
 
 
 

 


